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Introduction

SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER MSA 2024 OVERVIEW

For 65 years, Community Foundation of North Louisiana has invested in our community.
Community Counts provides data to help guide those investments. The purpose of this
annual report is to establish benchmarks and monitor trends in key economic and social
indicators for the Shreveport-Bossier MSA.

This report examines 10 comparative communities across a broad array of socio-economic
indicators. It provides a tool to assess how far the Shreveport-Bossier region has “moved
the needle” in improving the area’s social and economic health. The report uses the most
recently available government and private sector data to create an objective assessment of
how the Shreveport-Bossier MSA fares in terms of its economic and social health. Most data
in this report was collected in 2024.

The Executive Summary includes only a portion of the data available in the full Community
Counts report found at cfnla.org/data.

POPULATION

583,269

Shreveport-Bossier MSA

POPULATION BY RACE

50.3%

White Black Hispanic or Latino

ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

S &

$57,514 28.2%

; Poverty Rate for Families Children Under 18 Living in
Med'a}zc'l?:;ehdd with Children Under 5 Households with SSI, Cash
Years Old Public Assistance, or SNAP

EDUCATION HIGHER EDUCATION

= 48.9%

(=)
3and 4 Year Olds Population 25 Years+ with a
Enrolled in School Bachelor’s Degree or Higher



Human Capital:

The percentage of kindergartners arriving kindergarten ready has declined since 2016. One
likely explanation for the drop in scores beginning in 2022 is the disruption of pre-K access
during COVID. An additional factor is likely the change in the K-3 literacy assessment used by
the Louisiana Department of Education between Fall 2022 and Fall 2023. In Fall 2022 and
previous years, school systems could choose from a list of four different literacy assessments
to screen their students. Beginning in Fall 2023, all incoming kindergartners were assessed
with the same instrument, the much broader and more thorough DIBELS.

Percent of Kindergartners Arriving Kindergarten Ready
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, Fall 2016-2025

50%
42.1%
40%
30% 26.2%
20%
10%
0%
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Percent of 3- and 4-Year-Olds Enrolled in School, 2024

MSA Percent Enrolled in School Rank

Jackson, MS 69.1% 1
Lafayette, LA 59.9% 2
Monroe, LA 59.3% 3

| swevepormossierciyta | asex | 4 |
Huntsville, AL 48.7% 5
Killeen-Temple, TX 475% 6
Roanoke, VA 45.3% 7
Chattanooga, TN-GA 43.6% 8
Montgomery, AL 37.6% 9
Columbus, GA-AL 27.3% 10
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 24.8% 1




3rd Grade English & Language Arts Proficiency and 5th Grade

Math Proficiency (Basic and Above)
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2016-2025

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

57.6%

71.9%

57.6% 60.3%
56.7%

54.0% 57.0%

52.0%

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

@ 3rd Grade English @ 5th Grade Math

The 3rd grade cohort assessed on ELA proficiency in 2025 experienced their
greatest learning disruption in pre-K and kindergarten due to the impact of COVID.

The 5th grade cohort assessed on math proficiency in 2025 experienced their
greatest learning disruption in 1st and 2nd grade due to the impact of COVID.



Human Capital:

SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER MSA, 2024

& 83.8% 27.2%

High School Cohort %@ Population Ages 18-24 Enrolled
Graduation Rate in College or Graduate School

Education Levels
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 2024

Shreveport-Bossier City, LA
Roanoke, VA
Montgomery, AL
Monroe, LA
Lafayette, LA 63.3% 36.7%
Killeen-Temple, TX
Jackson, MS 56.2% 43.8%
Huntsville, AL 47.0% 53.0%
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 54.8% 45.2%
Columbus, GA-AL 63.2% 36.9%
Chattanooga, TN-GA L1:X: )74 M.1%

@ o Post-Secondary Degree @ Associate’s Degree or Higher

Educational Attainment by Race by Sex
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2024

Hispanic or Latino female 40.1% 22.9%
Hispanic or Latino male
Black or African American alone female 44.0% 20.0%
Black or African American alone male 61.2% 11.3%
White alone female 31.8% 35.8%
White alone male 37.2% 31.2%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

@ High School Graduate orLess @ Bachelor's Degree or Higher



Human Capital:

Unemployment Rate, 2024

MSA Percent Unemployed Rank
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 2.2% 1
Roanoke, VA 2.6% 2
Huntsville, AL 3% 3
Montgomery, AL 3.5% 4

Chattanooga, TN-GA 4.7% 5 (tie)

Monroe, LA 47% 5 (tie)
Jackson, MS 4.8% 7
Lafayette, LA 5.0% 8
Columbus, GA-AL 52% 9
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX 55% 10

Labor Force Participation Rate by Educational

Attainment for Ages 25 to 64
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2015-2024

90%

80%

o 180% 0909 o o S0 9796%
5% e ——e— 0 —0—0—0—0—9675%
60% oo

o S10% .\‘\/\Q/‘\./\'—‘ 50.7%

40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
‘ Less than High School Graduate . High School Graduate or Equivalency

@ some College or Associate’s Degree @ Bachelor’s Degree or Higher



Human Capital:

Percent of 16- to 19-Year-Olds who are Not Enrolled in

School, Not in the Labor Force, and Unemployed
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 2024

Shreveport-Bossier City, LA [T 1.9%
Roanoke, VA G 7.1%
Montgomery, AL | INENBNBEGE 8.4%
Monroe, LA |GG 9.8%
Lafayette, LA | NN 9.2%
Kileen-Temple, TX || NN 8.7%
Jackson, MS |GGG 8.9%
Huntsville, AL || NG 4.4%
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR || NI 7.2%
columbus, GA-AL [N 11.7%
Chattanooga, TN-GA || IEGEGE 6.7%

0% 5% 10% 15%

Unemployment Rate by Race by Sex
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2024

Hispanic or Latino female _ 8.0%
Hispanic or Latino male _ 3.7%
Black or African American alone female _ 4.8%
Black or African American alone male _ 5.3%
White alone female _ 3.0%
White alone male - 1.7%

0% 1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 8% 9%

10%



Human Capital:

SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER MSA, 2024

Employment by

Occupation

18.0%

Employment by Occupation by Race by Sex

2.1%
Hispanic or Latino female 43.2% 30.8% 18.9% | .— 5.1%
Hispanic or Latino male 22.9% 15.7% 8.3% 14.9%
0.2%
Black or African American alone female 37.2% 30.2% 26.2% -:5.1%
Black or African American alone male 21.1% 23.3% 12.6% 30.9%
) 0.3%
White alone female 53.0% 14.1% 29.0% 3.6%
White alone male 39.5% 12.3% 15.2% 16.1%

. Management, Business, Science, and Arts
@ service
Employment by Occupation Key: @ Sales and Office
Natural Resources, Construction, and Maintenance

‘ Production, Transportation, and Material Moving

1



Economic Well-Being: Income

Median Household Income, 2024

MSA Median Household Income Rank
Huntsville, AL $87,049 1
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR $81,208 2 _j
Chattanooga, TN-GA $75,076 3 il
Roanoke, VA §72,557 4
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX $68,465 5 Median
household
Montgomery, AL $66,706 6 income for the
Shreveport-
Jackson, MS $64,835 7 Bossier MSA
Lafayette, LA $60,527 8 increased by
$2,610 from
Columbus, GA-AL $60,]00 9 2023 to 2024.
Monroe, LA $56,468 1
00
i
$74,627 0o
o]
0 o i
. [o]
Median Household Income TR $46,799
by Race of Householder $35,981
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2024 l
White alone Black or African  Hispanic or Latino

S=—

$21.55

Shreveport-Bossier MSA
Median Hourly Wage, 2025

American alone

@ $24,999 and under
23.3%

@ $25,000-$75,000
37.9%

SBC Income

Distribution, 2024

@ $75,000 or more
38.6%



Economic Well-Being: Poverty

[ﬁ@ Families Below Poverty Level for Shreveport-Bossier MSA: 15.4%
Ranked tenth among comparative communitites

Percent of Persons Age 25 & Over in Poverty by Education Level
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 2024

5.2%
_ 22.3%
- 2.8%

11.9%

Shreveport-Bossier City, LA
Roanoke, VA

- 5.2%
17.6%

6.8%

Montgomery, AL

Monroe, LA 21.5%

6.7%

- 4.8%
13.7%
_ 5.3%
16.0%
4.1%
h 12.5%
- 2.8%
11.2%
_ 5.7%
20.4%

3.2%

_ 15.0%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Lafayette, LA 20.5%

Killeen-Temple, TX

Jackson, MS

Huntsville, AL
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR
Columbus, GA-AL

Chattanooga, TN-GA

. Bachelor’s Degree or Higher ’ Less than a Bachelor’s Degree

E In the Shreveport-Bossier MSA in 2024, 5.2% of people 16 years and
older who worked full-time for the past 12 months lived in poverty.

Hispanic or Latino female I 24.3%
Hispanic or Latino male I 22.3%
Black or African American alone female | NENRNRmEH GG 35.7%
by Race by Sex Black or African Ameri [ | 30.2%
Shreveport-Bossier ack or African American alone male [ NININNHIHNINNBNNEE 30.2%
MSA, 2024 White alone female [N 11.9%

White alone male [N 9.2%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 13

Poverty Rate



Economic Well-Being: Poverty

Data across all MSAs illustrate the problem of poverty is much more
pronounced in families with small children. Children experiencing
poverty are at a much greater risk of poor academic performance and
developmental delays. As a result, they tend to have much lower
long-term prospects in terms of overall educational attainment, earnings,
and health.

Poverty Rate for Families with Children Under 5 Years Old
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 2024

Shreveport-Bossier City, LA [ 28.2%
Roanoke, VA |GGG 18.8%
Montgomery, AL || NG 23.6%
Monroe, LA [ 36.5%
Lafayette, LA [N 24.9%
Killeen-Temple, TX || NN 21.7%
Jackson, MS [N 23.1%
Huntsville, AL | NNGJJJIl 10.8%
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR | NG 11.9%
Columbus, GA-AL |GGG 21.2%
Chattanooga, TN-GA || GGG 18.3%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER MSA, 2024

& @

33.7% 51.8%

Children Under 18 Living in
Households with SSI, Cash
Public Assistance, or SNAP

Single-Parent Households
with Children Under 18



Economic Well-Being: Housing

Percent of Occupied Housing Units Owner-Occupied, 2024

MSA Housing Units Owner-Occupied Rank

Jackson, MS 69.1% 1
Huntsville, AL 68.8% 2
Roanoke, VA 68.7% 3
Lafayette, LA 68.0% 4
Monroe, LA 67.5% S
Montgomery, AL 67.0% 6
Chattanooga, TN-GA 66.5% 7

| sweveportmossierciya | ess% | 8|
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 61.9% 9
Columbus, GA-AL 59.6% 10
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX 59.0% 1

Individuals, families, and entire communities derive many financial and social
benefits from home ownership. Housing costs that deplete a large percentage of
a family’s income leave low and moderate-income families with little money left
for food, education, and healthcare, much less saving and investment.

Housing Units Owner-Occupied

by Race of Householder
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2024

/\ Lﬂ@ Percentage of Occupied Units

Lﬂ.J with Monthly Owner Costs 35%
or More of Household Income
61.9%

A 48.0%

Percentage of Occupied Units
Ln@ with Monthly Gross Rent 35%

| [‘] | or More of Household Income

4.3%
[

White alone Black or African  Hispanic or Latino
American alone 15




Percent Uninsured, 2024

MSA Percent Uninsured Rank
Roanoke, VA 5.3% 1
Monroe, LA 6.2% 2
Montgomery, AL 7.2% 3
Lafayette, LA 7.3% 4
Huntsville, AL 1.7% 6
Columbus, GA-AL 9.8% 7
Chattanooga, TN-GA 10.4% 8
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 10.5% 9 (tie)
Jackson, MS 10.5% 9 (tie)
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX 12.1% 1
Percent Uninsured by Race
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2024
White alone 5.3%
Black or African o
American alone - 8°l/°
SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER MSA, 2024
O, 0,
5.7% 10.1%
Percent of Children Percent of Population 19-64
Under Age 19 Uninsured Years Employed & Uninsured



Low Birth Weight (LBW] is the percentage of live births in which the infant weighed less than 5
pounds, 8 ounces. From the perspective of maternal health outcomes, LBW indicates maternal
exposure to health risks in all categories of health factors including the mother's health
behaviors, access to health care, the social and economic environment she inhabits, and
environmental risks to which she is exposed. In terms of the infant’s health outcomes, LBW
serves as a predictor of both premature mortality and morbidity over the life span and potential
cognitive development problems.

Percentage of Live Births with Low Birth Weight
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, 2018-2024

Shreveport-Bossier City, LA [ 13.8%
Roanoke, VA |GG 8.5%
Montgomery, AL [ NG 11.7%
Monroe, LA NG 13.1%
Lafayette, LA | NN 10.0%
Killeen-Temple, TX | IENGNGINGEGE 8.7%
Jackson, MS |G 13.5%
Huntsville, AL || NN 9.8%
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR || NG 7.5%
Columbus, GA-AL |GGG 11.2%
chattanooga, TN-GA || IEGEGEGG 9.0%

0% 5% 10% 15%

Low Birth Weight by Race of Mother
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2024

) 8.3%

White alone

Black or African
American alone

19.0%
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Mortality Rate (per 100,000 population), 2024

MSA Mortality Rate

Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 778.2 1
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX 785.1 2
Huntsville, AL 9477 3
Lafayette, LA 9915 4
Montgomery, AL 1048.9 5
Columbus, GA-AL 1062.3 6
Jackson, MS 1065.4 7
Chattanooga, TN-GA m.8 8

| sweveportgossierciya | mes | 9|
Monroe, LA 1224.9 10
Roanoke, VA 1343.9 1

Food Environment Index, 2023

MSA Food Environment Index Rank
Roanoke, VA 83 1
Huntsville, AL 77 2

Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 76 3
Lafayette, LA 74 4
Montgomery, AL 7.1 5
Chattanooga, TN-GA 7.0 6 (tie)
Columbus, GA-AL 7.0 6 (tie)
Jackson, MS 6.7 8
Killeen-Temple, TX 6.4 9 (tie)
Monroe, LA 5.4 1

The Food Environment Index ranges from 0 to 10, with 10 being best. This index includes two
indicators of the food environment that are equally weighted: 1 — limited access to healthy
foods, which estimates the percentage of the population who are low income and do not live
close to a grocery store, and 2 — food insecurity, which estimates the percentage of the
population who did not have access to a reliable source of food during the past year. Lacking
consistent access to healthy food is related to negative health outcomes such as weight gain
and premature mortality.



Environment: Physical

Air quality is vitally important as on average each of us breathes over 3,000 gallons of air daily.
Sources of fine particulate matter in the air include forest fires, power plants, industrial processes,
and automobiles, among other things.

Air pollution has significant impacts on agriculture and forestry, including damage to trees, crops,
plants, lakes, and animals. Furthermore, pollutants like tiny airborne particles and ground-level
ozone have been shown to trigger respiratory problems, especially for people with asthma, and
the consequences of ambient air pollution include decreased lung function and chronic
bronchitis. Asthma sufferers can be severely affected by air pollution which also aggravates
heath problems for the elderly and others with heart or respiratory diseases. Toxic chemicals
released in the air, such as benzene or vinyl chloride, are highly toxic and can cause cancer, birth
defects, and long-term injury to the lungs, as well as brain and nerve damage.

The potential for health, environmental, and economic impacts of air pollution is significant,
including lost days at work and reduction in the productivity of crops and commercial forest. The
costs can be in the tens of billions per year.

The EPA designates the 0 to 50 range of the index as good air quality, 50 to 100 as moderate, and
values above 100 are associated with a wide variety of unhealthy conditions. Good air quality
days were down across the board in 2025, but our MSA experienced the 4th fewest (31%)
share of days having moderate or worse air quality (down from 50% last year).

Median Air Quality Index, 2025

MSA Air Quality Index Rank
Roanoke, VA 37 1
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 40 2
Huntsville, AL 42 3 ;ﬁ‘i
Montgomery, AL 44 4 (tie)
| sweveportsossierciyia | s | ague) | Shreveport-Bossier
Killeen-Temple, TX 45 6 (tie) MSA is ranked 4th
Monroe, LA 45 6 (tie) among comparative
Lafayette, LA 46 8 communities, up
Columbus, GA-AL 48 9 from Sth in 2024.
Chattanooga, TN-GA 49 10
Jackson, MS 52 n

., 310%

SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER MSA, 2025 o) Percent of Days with Air
Quiality Index Below Good

Ranked 4th among comparative communitites
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Environment: Social

Violent Crime Rate (offenses per 100,000 population)
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2015-2024

1000
800

600 —@—0—0—8—g— o—og—® 6192

400 579.7
200

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Property Crime Rate (offenses per 100,000 population)
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2015-2024

5000

4000 ———o—q o
3000 : ./0\.
39967 2744.6

2000
1000
0
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Number of Deaths Due to Homicide Number of Deaths Due to Firearms
Per 100,000 Population by Race Per 100,000 Population by Race
Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2026 Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2026

5.2 40.3 20.0 48.8

White Black White Black
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Percent of Population Registered to Vote, 2025

MSA Percent of Pop. Registered to Vote Rank
Jackson, MS 70.2% 1
Huntsville, AL 68.6% 2
Lafayette, LA 66.5% 3 (tie)
Monroe, LA 66.5% 3 (tie)

Chattanooga, TN-GA 63.6% 6
Columbus, GA-AL 63.5% 7
Montgomery, AL 62.0% 8

Roanoke, VA 61.3% 9
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX 60.2% 10
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 60.0% 1
Arts Vibrancy Index, 2024
MSA Arts Vibrancy Index Rank
Chattanooga, TN-GA 90.5 1
Huntsville, AL 88.1 2
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 84.0 3
Roanoke, VA 82.7 4
Montgomery, AL 82.0 5
| sweveportBossierciya | 7ms | 6 |
Jackson, MS 76.1 7
Lafayette, LA 74.4 8
Columbus, GA-AL 68.6
Monroe, LA 53.8 10
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, TX 42,6 1

Community Counts uses a measure of the arts sector called the Arts Vibrancy Index from SMU
DataArts. The measure includes consideration of arts dollars flowing through the economy, arts
providers in terms of organizations and employees, government support, socio-economic
factors, and leisure/entertainment factors. The scores are on a scale of 0 to 100. The
Shreveport-Bossier MSA has steadily improved its Arts Vibrancy Index from 37.6 in 2019 to
79.6 in 2024.

21



Summary and Conclusions
Overall Rankings for Shreveport-Bossier MSA, 2026

Category Socio-Economic Indicator Ranking Average Ranking
. Total Population 8
Population Population Growth n 9.5
Percent 3- and 4-Year-Olds Enrolled in School 4
Percent of Population 25 Years+ with Less than High School
Diploma 7
Percent of Population 25 Years+ with an Associate’s Degree 6
Percent of Population 25+ with a Bachelor's Degree or Higher 9
Percentage of Households with a Computer 9
. Households with a Broadband Internet Subscription n
Human Capltal Unemployment Rate n 74
Percent of Population 16 Years+ in Labor Force 9
Per Capita Personal Income 3
Percent Increase in Personal Income 10
Per Capita Real GDP 2
Innovation Index Score 10
GDP Compound Growth Rate 5
Median Household Income 10
Per Capita Income 9
Median Hourly Wage 7
Poverty Rate 10
Poverty Rate for Children Under 5 Years of Age 10
. Households Receiving SNAP Benefits 10
Economic Households with Cash Public Assistance 10 9.3
Well-Being Children Under 18 Living in Households with SSI, Cash Public )
Assistance, or SNAP 9
Percent of Occupied Housing Units that are Owner-Occupied 8
Percent of Occupied Housing Units with Monthly Owner Costs
35% or More of Household Income 8
Percent of Occupied Units with Monthly Gross Rent 35% or
More of Household Income n
Percent Uninsured 5
Percent of Children Under 19 Uninsured 6
Percent of Population 19 to 64 Years Employed and Uninsured 5
Health Food Environment 9 8.0
Mortality Rate 9
Chlamydia Rate 8
Percent of Live Births with Low Birth Rate n
Physical Median Air Quality Index 4 4.0
Environment Days with Air Quality Below Good 4 .

Violent Crime Rate 9
Social Property Crime Rate 10
A Percent of Population Registered to Vote 5 79
Environment Arts Vibrancy Index 6
Family Support n

OVERALL SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER MSA RANKING: 8.0
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Page 5

. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

Page 6

. Calculated by author using data from Louisiana Believes
Fall 2015-2022 DIBELS Reading Reports, the 2023 and 2024
Fall K-3 Literacy Screener Results, the 2025-2026 BOY K-3
Literacy Regular Screener Results, and U.S. Census Bureau,
and 2015-2024 American Community Survey 5-Year
Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

Page 7

. Calculated by author using data from the 2015-2024 State
LEA-LEAP Achievement Level Summaries and the Spring
2025 LEAP 2025 State LEA Achievement Level Summary at
doe.louisiana.gov/data-and-reports/elementary-and-mid
dle-school-performance and U.S. Census Bureau,
2015-2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
at data.census.gov/cedsci/

Page 8

. Calculated by author using data from the 2015-2018 State
Cohort Graduation Rates; the 2019, 2021, and 2022 State
School System and School Cohort Grad Rates by
Subgroups; the 2020 State LEA and School Cohort
Graduation Rates at louisianabelieves.com/
resources/library/high-school-performance; and the 2023
State School System Cohort Graduation Rates and 2024
State School System and School Cohort Grad Rates by
Subgroups from the Louisiana Department of Education at
doe.louisiana.gov/data-and-reports/high-school-perform
ance

. U.S. Census Bureau 2015-2019 and 2021-2024 American
Community Survey 1-Year Estimates and U.S. Census
Bureau 2020 American Community Survey 5-Year
Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

. U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 and 2021-2024 American
Community Survey 1-Year Estimates and 2020 American

Community Survey 5-Year Estimates at
data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
5-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
5-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

e Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Employment
Statistics at bls.gov/oes/current/ oessrcma.htm
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/

. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
5-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. U.S. Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey
1-Year Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. Calculated by author with data from the 2026 County
Health Rankings at countyhealthrankings.org and the U.S.
Census Bureau, 2024 American Community Survey 5-Year
Estimates at data.census.gov/cedsci/
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. Calculated by author based on Center for Disease Control
online database, WONDER, at wonder.cdc.gov

. 2026 County Health Rankings at countyhealthrankings.org

Page 19

. EPA Air Quality Index Report at epa.gov/
outdoor-air-quality-data/air-quality-index-report

Page 20

. 2015-2019 FBI Uniform Crime Reports Table 6: Crime in the
United States by Metropolitan Statistical Area
fbi.gov/services/cjis/ucr/publications; FBI Uniform Crime
Reports, 2020 at data.dailyworld.com/crime-report/
us-metro-areas/00000/violent-crimes/; and Crime in the
United States Annual Reports, 2022-2024 at cde.ucr.cjis.
goV/LATEST/webapp/#

. Calculated by author with data from the 2026 County
Health Rankings at countyhealthrankings.org/
explore-health-rankings

Page 21

. Calculated by author using data from the Alabama Voter
Registration Statistics, 2025 at
sos.alabama.gov/alabama-votes/voter/election-data;
Arkansas Counts of Registrants Eligible to Vote, 2025 via
data request; Georgia Voter Registration Statistics, 2025 at
sos.ga.gov/election-data-hub; Louisiana Voter
Registration Statistics, June 2025 at sos.la.gov/Elections
AndVoting/Pages/RegistrationStatisticsStatewide.aspx;
Mississippi  Voter Registration Statistics, June 2025 at
sos.ms.gov/elections-voting/active-voter-count-reports;
Tennessee Election Statistics, June 2025 at sos.tn.gov/
elections/statistics; Texas Voter Registration Figures,
November 2025 at sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/
vrfig.shtml; and the Virginia Voter Registration Statistics,
June 2025 at elections.virginia.gov/resultsreports/
registration-statistics/2025-registration-statistics/.

. Calculated by author using data from the Arts Vibrancy
Index at dataarts.smu.edu/ArtsVibrancyMap/#
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